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We’re all waiting anxiously for sunny 
days, warm breezes, beautiful flowers, 
outdoor fun and so much more. We’re 
also getting ready for “kitten season”. 
Typically, around this time of year our calls 
increase, especially for moms and kittens 
needing our help. We work hard to gear 
up for the support needed – trappers/
rescuers, additional funding for food, 
supplies, medical care and reaching into 
the communities so you know to call us 
when you see any cats who need us. NVHS 
can help only as many as we have the 
resources, foster homes and funding to 
support. If you have experience trapping 
or if you’d like to learn, we need you! 
We can provide the necessary training, 
equipment and supplies. This time of year 
also brings an increase in the numbers 
of surrenders and cats left behind when 
owners move. So, we also need fosters for 
not only moms and/or kittens, but adult 
cats too. We’d love to have you as part 
of our volunteer team, so please email 
us and one of our volunteers will contact 
you. If you can help us by donating funds 
for medical care, food, and other supplies, 
we appreciate it more than we can say.

We’ve included a pull-out sheet containing 
a list of resources for low-cost spay/neuter. 
Spay/neuter is the only humane way to 
control the number of homeless cats, so 
please share this information with anyone 
who may need these services. And, follow 
our Facebook page and check our website 
for cats and kittens who are available 
for adoption, fundraisers you’ll love, and 
other updates. Thank you all for your 
support and cheers to Spring!
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Spring Food Drive
NVHS is holding our spring Food Drive 
from May 15 through June 15. From 
spring through the fall, the number of 
cats needing help – particularly moms 
and kittens – rises dramatically, so we 
depend on your donations.  

Who doesn’t love a 
good yard sale?
We’re collecting items for our big yard 
sale being held on June 15. If you have 
any usable, clean small household or 
other items you’d like to donate, please 
email us to coordinate with one of our 
volunteers. We’ll have more details on 
our Facebook page and website as we 
get closer.

Don't miss Pizza 
Palooza on May 21
Where can you eat pizza from 6 differ-
ent restaurants for only $5? NVHS’s 2nd 
Annual PIZZA PALOOZA FUNDRAISER, 
that’s where. 

It’s back by popular demand. If you 
joined us last year, you know how fun it 
was, so we look forward to seeing you 
there. If you weren't able to, then you 

don't want to miss it this year. Come eat 
and vote for your favorite pizza – all 
donated by Bertucci’s, Giorgio’s, Papa 
Gino’s, Olde Colonial Café, Piezoni’s and 
Leo’s Pizzeria. We'll have raffles and 
other fun for the whole family.

Tickets will be sold at the door – 
$5 per person, 5 for $20. 

Raffles tickets sold separately.

WHEN: Tuesday, May 21, 2019 from 5:00 
pm – 7:00 pm

WHERE: Norfolk County Agricultural 
School, 400 Main Street, Walpole, MA

100% of all funds raised goes directly to 
saving lives of cats in our communities.

Stay tuned for 
details about our 
Fall fundraisers
• Our second annual Haircut-a-thon

• An evening meet-n-greet with NVHS 
volunteers

• A vendor fair with local artisans and 
items for cat enthusiasts
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precious Moments
Jem had cats all her life, whether taking in 
strays, acquiring them from friends or adopt-
ing from shelters. When her last cat, 10-year-
old Max, was sadly diagnosed with cancer 
and put to sleep last year, Jem knew imme-
diately that she wanted another cat through 
the nVHS Seniors for Seniors program.

With Max’s loss still fresh in her heart and 
mind, Jem ideally desired a younger senior 
cat, preferably with short hair, due to a rel-
ative’s allergy. So when Dr. Karen Holmes 
of Holmes Family Vet in Walpole called 
us about a 14-year-old long-haired calico 
needing a new home, it ostensibly was not 
a match for Jem. But Dr. Holmes was very 
familiar with Jem, who had been a client 
well before her participation in the senior 
program. When Jem was mentioned as a 
possible adopter, despite her stated prefer-
ences, Dr. Holmes instantly thought the pair-
ing would be perfect.

precious had been well cared for by her 
original owners. Unfortunately, changes in 
the family situation caused precious to man-
ifest some negative behaviors that did not 
abate with time or treatment. A thorough 
evaluation revealed precious to be a very 

healthy cat and she had not exhibited the 
behavioral problems during her time being 
fostered by one of Dr. Holmes’ staff mem-
bers. Dr. Holmes did caution that precious 
displayed typical calico “cattitude,” but 
believed Jem was equipped to handle that.

When we called Jem about precious, she 
did not dismiss the idea, but asked for 
some time to think about it, as she had to 
completely reorient herself from her original 
idea. She was encouraged to consult Dr. 
Holmes. As promised, Jem called a few days 
later, having spoken to Dr. Holmes, and said 
she would be happy to take precious! Aside 
from trusting Dr. Holmes’ intuition, Jem was 
truly concerned about where precious would 
go if she did not take her.

As soon as precious was delivered in 
December, Jem was taken with her beauty. 
Many cats brought into a strange envi-
ronment quickly run and hide. However, 
precious leisurely, though cautiously, inspect-
ed her new home and adopter. Jem knew 
to give precious space and time to come 
around on her own. Within days, Jem’s fami-
ly and friends came to visit, anxious to meet 
her new companion. precious greeted them 
warmly and continues not being shy about 
checking out guests. Everyone is captivated 
by her good looks as well as her youthful 
appearance and behavior. Jem says that 
they are all “silly in love” with precious. She 
is almost embarrassed to admit that their 
favorite game is peek-a-Boo, which involves 
Jem crawling around on the floor while 
precious darts around hiding behind differ-
ent objects. precious even “taps” Jem when 
she’s “it.”

precious has a lot of character and indeed 
displays some of her reported “cattitude.” 
She likes doing her own thing and lets Jem 
know in no uncertain terms when something 
displeases her. However, Jem and precious 
seem to communicate and understand each 
other, and with each passing day precious 
becomes calmer and more comfortable with 
her surroundings.  She even cooperated with 
our volunteers for her nail trim/grooming 
session and posed for her photo with Jem. 
We wish Jem and precious many happy 
years together!

Our Seniors for Seniors 
Program

An idea and a desire  
to help
When we held our Fall Food Drive, we 
received an email from a wonderful young 
woman, Ariana, asking if she could help. 
Ariana is a senior at Walpole High School 
and has been a girl Scout since kindergar-
ten. This is her last year as a scout and her 
troop is focused on community service. Her 
mom mentioned to her that she’d seen our 
Facebook post for our food drive to help us 
through the winter months. 

A couple years ago, Ariana and two of her 
friends earned their girl Scout Silver Award 
by doing a community service project with 
nVHS. One of the things they'd done was 
put a donation box at the Walpole public 
Library. Ariana thought that would be a 
great thing to do again, and after she 
received permission from the library, did 
it again for the months of December and 
January. it was such a success! So many 
people donated canned and dry food, toys, 
and other accessories as well. Her mom’s 
car was full when we met to receive the 
donations. it was such a pleasure to meet 
in person and we are very grateful for their 
support and generosity. We especially loved 
meeting Maddie, their adorable rescue dog. 
Thank you, Ariana, from all of us at nVHS 
and all the cats you helped. Congratulations 
on graduating – we wish you the best of 
luck. 



Happy Tales
These furry friends found their forever homes

Big paw and Little paw are about 8 months 
old. They were rescued with their mom who 
showed up at a home looking for food. 
Bp and Lp are very sweet, playful and will 
make great companions. They are bonded 
and need to be adopted together, though 
their foster mom will miss having them on 
her lap every morning! They'd do best in a 
family with another playful cat and/or young 
children.
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Interested in 
adopting?
if you'd like to adopt any of 
our featured cats, please click 
the Adopt button on www.
neponsethumane.org and email 
your completed application to: 

nvhumanesociety@gmail.com. 

Or call 781-769-1990.

remy is an adorable 3-year-old tuxedo, 
healthy, friendly and lovable girl who is great 
with children of all ages. Money is a hand-
some, playful 2 1/2-year-old male tabby who 
is great with children too, but at first, he can 
be nervous with people he doesn't know. They 
were very loved and well cared for but due 
to severe health issues in their human family, 
they need to be rehomed together. remy and 
Money will need some adjustment time but 
will certainly bring lots of love and fun to a 
family who can give them that in return.

Looking for some furry companions?
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A while ago, we put out a plea in for a foster parent or 
adopter for Becca. She had been adopted as a kitten, but 
began to display aggressive behavior. We brought her back 
into our foster program and we followed all the protocols 
as we tried to get her to integrate back into a household 
with other cats – isolation in a spare room and gradual 
socialization. No matter what we tried, from medication 
to visits to the vet, we could not figure out her behavior as 
she would go from being very sweet and playing with her 
toys to demonstrating unpredictable behavior. In addition, 
she was in a home with many other animals so it was dif-
ficult to evaluate her. We knew it was unfair to separate 
her from the whole household since she enjoyed human 
contact and playing with her toys – she had over a dozen 
stuffed toys and she would carry them around in her mouth 
or line them up at the door to show she wanted to play. It 
was heartbreaking to not give her the space she needed, 
but her behavior was unpredictable. 

Finally, through one of our long-time fosters, we found 
Laura who was willing to give Becca a chance. Laura knew 
not to force Becca into being what Laura wanted, but rath-
er to allow Becca to be Becca. Within an hour of her arrival 
at Laura’s, we started receiving photos of Laura’s daughter 
petting a very content looking Becca and then of Becca on 
Laura’s bed that first night. For weeks we received regular 
updates as Laura’s hands-off technique continued to work. 
That was until one day after Laura gave Becca a catnip 
treat and, for the first time, experienced the "old Becca." 
Her eyes were "bulging" as she hissed and growled. A few 
hours later, Becca returned to her sweet self – the culprit 

was the catnip! Nobody had equated her behavior to the 
catnip, not even the vet.

Laura’s willingness to not give up on Becca saved this ador-
able feline. In fact their bond has become so strong that 
Laura has adopted the newly named Becca Jean. A beauti-
ful ending to a difficult beginning.

Becca's story

NVHS has a new way for you to support cats in your area. 
Donate your old car, truck, boat, RV, or motorcycle to 
CARS, and NVHS gets the proceeds. And, it’s not limited to 
this area, so share this with family and friends across the 
country.

CARS will pick up your unwanted vehicle right from your 
driveway and take it away.  It doesn’t even have to be in 
drivable condition. Avoid the hassle of having to place ads 
or haggle with a dealer, just visit careasy.org/nonprofit/
neponset-valley-humane-society and fill out the donor 
information form. CARS will get in touch with you to 
arrange the pickup of your vehicle, usually within 24-72 
hours. 

CARS will provide you a receipt and when your vehicle is 
sold, they will send you the information you need for your 
taxes. NVHS gets funds to help our feline friends. It’s a win-
win so consider donating your old car or truck today. NVHS 
thanks you!

Cars for Cats



Our foster families provide one 
of the most vital links in the 
chain of rescue. In this case, 

Lynne, one of our wonderful, very 
experienced foster moms went above 
and beyond her role, so we wanted to 
share this with you.

One of our dedicated trappers rescued 
Ruthie, a very young, very pregnant 
cat. She began to give birth within 
a couple of days and unfortunately, 
one of the kittens died. Ruthie was 
immediately rushed to the animal hos-
pital and on the way, she lost another 
kitten. Ruthie needed an emergency 
c-section and sadly only 2 of her 7 
kittens survived. Ruthie spent 4 days 
in the hospital. We were concerned 
that she wouldn’t nurse her babies 
after her surgery, but Ruthie was an 
amazing mom – she nursed, cleaned 
and cared for her kittens right away. 
So many of you helped with that 
unexpected and very high cost and we 
thank you.

Lynne agreed to foster Ruthie and her 
kittens. She knew from experience, 
they would need some extra attention 
and, though she has a busy schedule, 
she’d be around to keep an eye of 
them. For the first six 
weeks, Lonie and Willie, 
as they were named did 
remarkably well, eating, 
gaining weight and grow-
ing like crazy. 

However, thanks to their 
attentive foster mom, 
she realized that Willie, 
wasn't acting like himself. 
He hadn't eaten break-
fast, was lethargic and 
seemed very warm. She 
brought him immediate-
ly to the emergency vet 
and his temp was 106 
(normal is 100.4 to 102.5). 
Willie was very ill, but 
they could not pinpoint 
the cause. Although rare, 
when there's a temp 
of unknown origins, 
vets believe it's a viral 

infection that the immune system can't 
quite fight off at such a young age 
since it hasn't yet built up resistance. 
It typically presents as high temp, leth-
argy, not eating and dehydration. The 
vet immediately admitted Willie to the 
hospital and started him on IV Fluids 
and other cooling methods. Luckily, 
Willie's temp started to come down 
overnight, and he started eating and 
acting more like a very active kitten! 
After a couple of days, Willie was 
released. However, less than 24 hours 
later, he collapsed at his water bowl. 
Lynne luckily went in to check and saw 
him with his face in the water. Lynne 
saw that he was cold and unrespon-
sive and did not know how long he'd 
been like that. She immediately held 
him and started rubbing his back side 
which revived him. She rushed him 
back to the hospital. Clearly Willie was 
in grave danger, his temp and other 
vitals were dangerously low. However, 
the doctor and team went into cri-
sis mode. We are thrilled to say that 
Willie is a fighter! Willie was able to 
go back to Lynne’s home within 2 days 
and from that point on, he has been 
an active, rambunctious kitten. Ruthie 

found her wonderful forever home 
with a loving family shortly after this 
occurred. Willie and Lonie were also 
adopted a few weeks later to a family 
who will give them all the attention, 
love, and playtime they deserve!

Needless to say, we are so grateful to 
Lynne who kept her cool and literally 
brought Willie back to life. 
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Over and Above the ‘Call of Duty’!

Beautiful moma Ruthie

Willie

Lonie



Neponset Valley Humane Society
PO Box 544, Norwood, MA 02062
Telephone: 781-769-1990

email: nvhumanesociety@gmail.com

www.neponsethumane.org
The neponset Valley Humane Society is an all-volunteer, all-foster care charitable 501(c)(3) organization ded-
icated to helping companion animals and feral cats. We have a no-kill approach and advocate spay/neuter as 
the only humane method of stopping pet overpopulation.

Follow us on Facebook for NVHS happenings.
We post pleas for missing pets, adoptable animals in our care, success stories, pictures of our adopted ani-
mals in their forever homes and much more! please “Like” us and tell everyone you know to follow our 
page. The more people who know about what we do, the more animals we can help! 

Does your company match donations?
please check with your company’s Human resources Department and maximize the value of your donations.

Get your spay/neuter license plate at petplate.org
Money from spay/neuter plates helps fund statewide spay/neuter programs.

Donate to NVHS when you shop on Amazon
Amazon donates to neponset Valley Humane Society when you shop @AmazonSmile. Bookmark this link: 
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/04-3182956

Use PayPal to make your donations quick and easy
You can donate to neponset Valley Humane Society using paypal. Simply click the “Donate” button on our 
website.

Cat Safety Tip
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please send your tax-deductible donation to:

Neponset Valley Humane Society

PO Box 544, Norwood, MA 02062

nAME

ADDrESS

Visit our website for an electronic version of our newsletter.

THANKS FOR 
HELPING US 
HELP ANIMALS

EMAiL ADDrESS

We thank the following 
vendors who partnered 
with us to host 
fundraising events, and 
our supporters who 
participated: 
We raised enough money to spay/
neuter 40 cats and cover medical 
expenses for several cats in our 
Seniors program.  

• Alex & Ani

• Cupcake Charlie's

• Ocean State Job Lot

• Savers

• Three Rivers Wreath & Plant 
Company

NVHS
Mission

• To provide care and shelter 
for homeless, abandoned or 
unwanted pets and work to find 
them loving forever families

• To create awareness and support 
within the community for the 
humane treatment of companion 
animals and feral cats

• To end the problem of pet 
overpopulation within the 
community by promoting spaying 
and neutering and providing 
access to affordable spay/neuter 
for cats

Support NVHS

We’ve all heard and maybe given others advice to put the feline’s litter 
box outside if a cat gets out and doesn't return right away. According to 
Wandering Paws K9, whose expertise is tracking lost pets, that is NOT a good 
idea.  According to their post, a family was told by a Facebook commenter 
that if they put the litter box outside at the last sighting of the cat, the cat will 
stay around. Wandering Paws K9 warns that’s not safe. Cats bury their waste 
to hide the smell from predators and not advertise it. In fact, coyote trappers 
use cat litter to bait them because it works so well. Can cats smell litter up to a 
mile away? There is no research that can back up that theory. However, coyotes 
CAN! 


