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NVHS is Celebrating its 
25th Anniversary!
We are so proud and honored to have provided rescue services to our communities for 
the last 25 years, and we look forward to many, many more. We are celebrating the 
miracles of so many lives saved, all the wonderful adoptions when we’ve matched cats 
needing a family with the people who need them too, the medical care giving cats 
a chance at a healthy, long life and our successful programs such as our Fosters and 
Seniors for Seniors.

There have been many changes over the years, but one of the things that hasn’t 
changed is our dedication to help reduce the overpopulation of cats in our communi-
ties. A significant portion of our donations goes directly toward this goal for spaying/
neutering all cats that come into our program. We also focus on the only humane way 
to help our feral-community cats with our TNR (trap, neuter, return) Program. We help 
as many cats as our resources, financially and physically, can support.

There are still so many out there who need help. The number of kittens that a female 
and her offspring can have over a lifetime is staggering. There are millions of homeless 
and unwanted cats euthanized every year. We need your continued support so we can 
continue these efforts for a long time to come. NVHS needs your assistance with dona-
tions to help with costs, your talent if you can help trap, driving abilities to transport 
to/from the vet or a spare room to help them recover in one of our humane traps for a 
day or so. Please email us if you’d be interested in helping with our TNR efforts.

And, cheers to another 25 years!
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Adopter Stories
By Anna Kramer

Puma Snake
I’ve never believed black cats are bad luck, 
especially since we adopted Puma Snake. 
Though he sports the classic golden-green 
eyes and sleek onyx fur, Snake has already 
had two very lucky breaks in his short life. 
First, a kind person noticed him living out-
side with a group of feral cats and real-
ized that he was not feral, but very friend-
ly. Second, he was rescued and fostered 
by NVHS. Cathy, Ellen, and the team took 
loving care of Puma (as his rescuer named 
him) and helped him find a forever home 
with my partner and me in May 2018.

We decided to call our new friend Snake, 
after his frequent habit of slithering 
around on the floor, but kept his old 
name, too. It’s been a joy to see his laid-
back, yet playful personality emerge as 
he gets more comfortable with us. I’m 
deeply grateful to NVHS for helping Puma 
Snake and other rescue cats who might 
otherwise be forgotten, as well as looking 
forward to many loving (and lucky) years 
together.
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Moxie

We always hope for miracles that our 
more difficult cats to adopt out will final-
ly get a forever home. There's nothing 
wrong with these cats, they may be a little 
too independent, need to be an only pet, 
etc. Moxie is one such cat. She's been in 
our foster system for a couple of years. 
She had a very hard life before she was 
rescued and was pretty ill when we got 
her. Moxie recovered quickly, showed us 
that she likes to be in charge and defi-
nitely doesn't like other cats. We needed 
someone who could read her 'signs' for 
the times when she'd had enough petting 
or stimulation. It was difficult to know 
Moxie's true personality when the foster's 
other cats and dogs were around. When 
she could find a place to be by herself, 
Moxie enjoyed getting all the attention 
on her terms and loved sleeping right up 
against her foster mom at night. Moxie 
was adopted by a senior, but unfortunate-
ly her new owner became ill and needed 
to surrender her. So, Moxie waited many 
more months and then it happened! A 
wonderful woman contacted NVHS and 
after discussing a few potential cats, heard 
Moxie's story and said "that's the one, 
that's who I want to adopt". This lovely 
woman shared her stories of many, many 
years of volunteering with cat rescue, fos-
tering and saving so many lives. Linda had 
adopted feral cats, gave them a wonderful 
home, and she nursed sick kittens back to 
health. She knew she was up to the task 

with Moxie. She was rewarded that very 
first night when Moxie slept right next 
to her in bed. Moxie follows Linda every-
where in her new home and is enjoying 
being the Queen of the castle! We are 
so grateful to Linda for giving Moxie a 
chance and a loving home! These stories 
give us hope that there are homes for all 
of these special cats who just need love 
and patience!

Pebbles

Eight-year-old Pebbles was found in the 
elevator of a New York apartment build-
ing. Residents were feeding her in the 
hallway until she was spotted by the land-
lord who had a “no pets” policy. In March, 
she was brought to a shelter that did not 
have a no-kill policy.  Having developed 
an upper respiratory infection (URI), 
her days at the shelter were numbered.  
Fortunately, Mary, a local independent res-
cuer who works with these time-sensitive 
cases, arranged to retrieve her. Pebbles 
was thoroughly examined, her URI was 
resolved with a course of antibiotics, and 
she received a clean bill of health.  Not 
surprisingly, Pebbles was quite skittish, and 
Mary patiently worked with her until she 
was ready for her forever home. In July, 
we placed her with Ina, an experienced 
cat owner, through our Seniors for Seniors 
Program. Initially shy and quiet, Pebbles 
has since come out of her shell, as Ina 
gave her space while gently engaging her. 

Pebbles now enjoys good conversation, 
box hopping, and watching the birds from 
the safety and comfort of Ina’s screened 
porch room.

Hope

Hope had been the 8-year-old loving 
companion of an elderly gentleman who 
moved to a nursing home and could 
no longer care for her. Kathy, another 
independent rescuer, was alerted to the 
situation and took her into her home in 
April. She and her husband were so fond 
of Hope they considered keeping her with 
their other rescue cats, but ultimately 
decided this gentle and friendly girl would 
do better in a home of her own where 
she would make someone else very happy. 
NVHS assumed the cost of her medical 
care, which included a dental procedure 
requiring seven extractions! While recov-
ering from that, she developed an upper 
respiratory infection (URI), but after a 
course of antibiotics she was finally ready 
for her forever home. In August, we 
placed her with Mary through our Seniors 
for Seniors Program. Mary had never had a 
cat but had cared for her daughters’ dogs 
in their absence. We thought Hope would 
be a perfect match, and she is! She made 
herself right at home, playing with the 
catnip toy Mary had waiting for her, and 
even graciously accepted the attention of 
some family members who came to visit 
the new arrival.

T
Senior Spotlight

Miracles can happen...



Happy Tails!
Some are ...

Cute & cuddly, comical & playful, sweet & best friends.
All are SAVED!
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Becca

This sweet face belongs to Becca who’s 
about 2 years old. She has lots of ener-
gy, loves to play, and is friendly, despite 
her quirky ways. Becca will do well with 
an experienced cat parent as she can be 
unpredictable at times. She’s very playful 
and loves to play fetch with her favorite 
toy. She carries it around in her mouth 
and drops it at your feet to let you know 
the games begin! Becca will rub her face 
on yours to let you know when she wants 
attention, even if you look busy doing 
something else! She'll also let you know 
when it's time to go back to what you 
were doing so she can go play or rest! 
Becca prefers to be the only pet and with 
no small children. She didn't take very 
long to get used to her new foster home, 
so we know Becca is a confident cat who 
will 'own' her new family and home in no 
time! 

Snowy 
This beautiful angel, Snowy, has been 
through a lot in her 4 years. She appeared 
at a feral colony feeding station absolutely 
starving and would not stop eating. She 
even fought off some of the 'regulars' – 
community cats who don't like to be inter-
rupted from their one meal a day. Luckily, 
she was rescued, given the medical care 
she needed and is now eagerly waiting for 
her very own forever home. Snowy took 
no time at all to get comfortable in her 
foster home, is gentle with her 2-year-old 
‘sister’, and loves to sleep on her foster 
mom and dad's bed! They tell us she’s 
very special and will make a wonderful 
companion!

Micah

Micah is a handsome two-year-old boy 
who needs companionship. One of our 
partner trappers covers areas where there 
are an overwhelming number of stray 
and feral-community cats. There were 17 
trapped where Micah was rescued. One 
included an extremely friendly mom who 
was ready to give birth at any moment… 
luckily she’s in our foster care program 
and on August 26, she had 7 kittens!

Micah can be a bit shy, but once he is 
comfortable all he wants is your love and 
attention. He is very happy sitting with 
you, being petted and enjoying your com-
pany. His foster mom tells us he’s very low 
key. Micah did test positive for FIV, and 
as you know from newer research and 
information, FIV cats can live very long, 
healthy lives. Because it can be transmitted 
(usually through deep bite wounds), he’d 
need to be an only cat or with another FIV 
cat. We’re not sure about dogs, but think 
given his personality, he may get along 
fine with another cat. Please consider 
giving this beautiful boy the family he des-
perately wants.
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Featured felines

If you are interested in adopting 
these or any of our cats, please 
click the Adopt button on www.
neponsethumane.org for instruc-
tions to download the form and 
email your completed application 
to nvhumanesociety@gmail.com 
Or call 781-769-1990.

Fun Games to Play with Your Cat
by CatTime 

Playing games with your cat 
is a great way to bond. Every 
cat is different so it’s import-
ant to know your cat, and 
to know his or her body lan-
guage. If you have a kitten 
in your life, play is an essen-
tial part of development and 
growth. Here are some fun 
games your cat will love.

1. Bathtub Ping Pong
Make sure you remove soap and anything that can 
potentially get knocked over or spook your cat. Drop 
in a ping pong ball and watch your cat play.

2. Fetch
Not just for dogs. If you throw a small toy that your 
cat can carry, you just might find the toy coming 
back for you to throw again.

3. Cups and Bell
Put a bell under one of 3 identical colored cups. 
Shuffle the cups around like a magician and see if 
your cat is able to follow the bell and pick the right 
cup. You may be surprised.

4. Hidden Treasure
Put a small piece of meat or a treat inside a piece of 
paper and crumple it up but not too tightly. Cats like 
paper and mystery. They also love treats!

5. Hide and Seek
Hide anywhere, behind a couch or curtain. Let your 
cat find you. But be on guard, cats are crafty!

Also note that if you are playing with your cat with 
a toy, even if your cat watches but does not interact, 
he is still stimulated and considers his life enriched.
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Pizza Palooza Fundraiser
NVHS held its first annual Pizza Palooza on May 22. 
An enormous THANK YOU to all who joined us at this 
fun, successful event as well as those who donated 
but couldn’t make it. We enjoyed seeing our old 
friends and making new ones. Many thanks to Nor-
folk County Agricultural High School for providing 
us with a great venue. Everyone was so accommo-
dating and easy to work with. Our volunteer and 
long-time supporter, Jan Barris, worked tirelessly to 
pull this together. From contacting venues and local 
organizations, to putting many miles on her sneakers 
going to all the local pizza places to ask for their 
help, we give Jan our heartfelt thanks! Also, a big 
thank you to Liz Pearson who, once again, got great 
raffle items, Julie Bertram who helped contact local 
organizations, spread the word and found a way to 
get all our water donated, and Lisa Crowley who 
went above and beyond to make this a fun event 
for the kids and adults alike. Many thanks to Keri 
Fredericks, Denise Pinkham, Janet Donohue, Caroline 
Russo, Den and Elaine Jolicoeur, Irene Langone, Kellie 
Flaherty and Joan Gudas who helped get us ready,  
greeted our guests, pitched in to cover raffle sales 
and even gave out pizza!

A LOUD SHOUT OUT and world of thanks to seven 
pizza restaurants who helped make this event so 
enjoyable and who went above and beyond for 
NVHS and our supporters – Piezoni’s Walpole, 
Bertucci’s Norwood, Bianco’s Italian Pizzeria Walpole, 
Papa John’s Norwood, and Broadway Pizza & Grill 
Norwood. All the pizzas were beyond delicious… 
when the votes were counted – Papa Gino’s Nor-
wood was presented the plaque for winner of the 
best Traditional pizza. Their mascot, Slice, was a huge 
hit and not just with the kids (as you can see in the 
picture)! Leo’s Pizzeria Walpole was presented with 
the plaque for winner of the best Specialty Pizza. We 
think they are all winners!

Thank you to our generous raffle donors as well – 
Bubbling Brook, The Chateau, Conrads, Del Frisco’s 
Grill, Home Plate Norton, Jake n Joe’s, Lewis’ 
Norwood, The Lunch Box Deli, Napper Tandys, The 

Norwood Theatre, Not Your Average Joe’s, Old Colony 
Café and Asia Kepka-renowned photographer. We 
look forward to another Pizza Palooza next year and 
hope to see you there.

Please visit these restaurants and community orga-
nizations whenever and as often as you can. Without 
their support, we would not have had such a great 
event and without your support, we couldn’t do 
what we do every day. THANK YOU TO ALL!

Solara Salon & Day Spa 
Fundraiser 
A huge THANK YOU to Solara Salon and Day Spa for 
their generosity. Owner, Christina, offered to host 
an amazing fundraising event for NVHS on Sunday, 
August 26. She and her wonderful staff donated 
their time for haircuts, nails and waxing – 100% of 
which was donated to NVHS, along with 30% of any 
products sold. They also made delicious home-baked 
goodies to sell. In addition, we had terrific raffles. 
Everyone had such a fun time sharing stories, their 
love of animals and showing off pictures of their 
beloved pets. What a treat to see so many people 
come out to show their support.

NVHS is so grateful to one of our volunteers, Julie 
Bertram, who coordinated this event and everyone 
who participated. Thank you to the entire Solara 
team who worked so hard to keep up with the 
endless flow of people coming in for services. They 
do an amazing job with hair, nails and waxing – 
everyone left loving what they had done. If you are 
ever in need of any of their services, we encourage 
you to visit Solara Salon and Day Spa, 320 W. Center 
St, West Bridgewater, MA. The atmosphere is bright, 
cheerful and comfortable, and they are all experts 
at what they do. You’ll want to spend the whole day 
getting pampered from head to toe.

One hundred percent of the money raised at this 
event will be used to defer the costs of major surger-
ies needed to save the lives of three cats in our care. 
Thanks to everyone’s generosity, they will lead long, 
healthy lives!

Future Fundraisers 
It’s time for FALL cleaning!  
SAve THe DATe
Savers Thrift Store in Norwood is hosting another 
fundraiser for NVHS. On Saturday, September 22 at 
noon bring your gently used clothing, shoes, purses, 
wallets, bedding, etc. and very small household items 
to Savers at 560 Boston Providence Turnpike, (Rte 1) 
Norwood, MA. Only items delivered to the loading 
dock will be credited toward the NVHS fundraiser, 
so please be sure to meet us around back. We’ll be 
there to help unload.

Fall Food Drive  

We will be holding our food drive from November 
1–30. We accept inexpensive canned and dry food 
(i.e. Friskies, Purina). We also accept litter and toys. 
These donations help feed our feral-community cats 
throughout the winter and help provide supplies to 
needy fosters and seniors in our programs.

Painting event 
Join us at Muse Paintbar, Patriot Place in Foxboro 
on Saturday, October 20 from noon to 2:15 p.m. 
for another fun event. Tickets are $50 and NVHS 
receives 40%. Only 54 tickets will be sold, so don't 
wait. Go to the link below to purchase your tickets 
and follow us on Facebook and our website for addi-
tional details leading up to it. Hope to see you there!

https://www.musepaintbar.com/events/69004

One hundred percent of all money raised at these 
events and the donations received throughout the 
year go directly to helping cats in need. If you are 
unable to join us, please visit our website to donate 
or send to NVHS, PO Box 544, Norwood, MA 02062. 
We realize there are many organizations asking for 
your help. The fact that you choose to support NVHS 
is humbling and we are grateful for your generosity. 
We, and all the lives you will save, thank you from 
the bottom of our hearts.

FUNdraisers – Thank you, we had a great time!
R R R R R
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Volunteer 
Opportunities
We’d love to have you join 
our team.

Grant Writing Anyone?
Are you or someone you know experienced with 
grant writing? If so, we need you! As you know, 
NVHS relies on public donations. With the increasing 
costs for veterinarian care, medication and supplies, 
NVHS would like to expand our Grant submission 
activity to help fund our programs and help even 
more cats in our communities. If you have a few 
hours a month and/or any experience with this, 
please contact us via email at nvhumanesociety@
gmail.com 

Operations
If you have a couple of hours a week – we have 
other volunteer positions available such as helping 
with phone calls, emails, marketing, trapping and 
fundraising. Email us if you are interested in helping 
NVHS with any of our volunteer opportunities.

Seniors for Seniors Program
NVHS is seeking a volunteer to assist in manage-
ment of our Seniors for Seniors Program.  Requires 
flexible schedule to perform duties including: house 
calls (nail trims/grooming), arranging and attending 
vet visits (routine and ER), fielding telephone inqui-
ries, screening surrenders and potential adopters, 
purchasing supplies.  Working knowledge (or willing-
ness to learn) of feline medical and behavioral issues 
in order to make decisions regarding care.

Also seeking volunteers to assist with nail trim/
grooming house calls.

Please call NVHS at 781-769-1990.

Meow you know
• Cats make about 100 different sounds. Dogs make only about 10.

• Researchers are unsure exactly how a cat purrs. Most veterinarians believe that a cat 
purrs by vibrating vocal folds deep in the throat. To do this, a muscle in the larynx 
opens and closes the air passage about 25 times per second.

• On average, cats spend 2/3 of every day sleeping. That means a nine-year-old cat has 
been awake for only three years of its life.

Support NVHS

Please send your tax-deductible donation to:

Neponset Valley Humane Society

PO Box 544, Norwood, MA 02062

NAME

ADDRESS

Visit our website for an electronic version of our newsletter.

THANKS FOR 
HELPING US 
HELP ANIMALS

Neponset Valley Humane Society
PO Box 544, Norwood, MA 02062
Telephone: 781-769-1990
email: nvhumanesociety@gmail.com

www.neponsethumane.org

The Neponset Valley Humane Society is an all-volunteer, all-foster care charitable 
501(c)(3) organization dedicated to helping companion animals and feral cats. We have 
a no-kill approach and advocate spay/neuter as the only humane method of stopping 
pet overpopulation.

Follow us on Facebook for NVHS happenings.

Does your company match donations?

Please check with your company’s Human Resources Department and maximize the value 
of your donations.

Get your spay/neuter license plate at petplate.org

Money from spay/neuter plates helps fund statewide spay/neuter programs.

Donate to NVHS when you shop on Amazon

Amazon donates to Neponset Valley Humane Society when you shop @AmazonSmile. 
Bookmark this link: http://smile.amazon.com/ch/04-3182956

Use PayPal to make your donations quick and easy

You can donate to Neponset Valley Humane Society using PayPal. Simply click the 
“Donate” button on our website.

EMAIL ADDRESS

NVHS
Mission

• To provide care and shelter for homeless, 
abandoned or unwanted pets and work to 
find them loving forever families

• To create awareness and support within the 
community for the humane treatment of 
companion animals and feral cats

• To end the problem of pet overpopulation 
within the community by promoting spaying 
and neutering and providing access to 
affordable spay/neuter for cats


