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We brought you the story of 4 feral kittens 
– Timmy, Perry, Rachel and Suzie – in our 
last newsletter. Given their condition, 
they must have been through so much 
before being rescued at approximately 8 
weeks of age. Timmy and Perry had to be 
treated to remove cuterebra larvae which 
had been embedded under their skin. 
All suffered with and were treated for 
upper respiratory infections and terrible 
worms. We weren’t sure they’d make it, 
particularly little Timmy.

Within a couple of days, poor Timmy 
lost all his fur to ringworm – a fungal 
infection that is extremely contagious 
and difficult to eliminate. His siblings had 
minor spots but seemed to respond well 
to the medication and baths. Timmy, on 
the other hand, continued to battle it. All 
kittens got several recurrences of their 
upper respiratory infection and while Perry, 
Rachel and Suzie could fight it off quickly, 
Timmy just seemed to struggle. 

Throughout all of this, his fosters have 
been working hard, not just giving 
medication, lime baths and cleaning, 
but trying to socialize them. Typically, to 
properly socialize, you need to expose 
kittens to many adults, children and 
other animals. However, because of the 
ringworm, the fosters couldn’t take a 
chance of letting them be around anyone 
else. All the kittens have gotten used 
to their fosters but they are still not 
completely social. Except for Suzie, they 
run away when the fosters go in their 
room, but they don’t bite when held – or 
even when getting their medicine – which 
is a great thing! They’ll continue working 
with them and when possible hope to 
expose them to other people. There’s no 
guarantee they will be socialized enough 

to be adoptable which is heartbreaking to 
us. But we’re not giving up hope!

It did take 4 months, but these before 
and after pictures show the unbelievable 
progress they’ve made, particularly Timmy! 
We’re hoping that shortly they will finally 

stop needing the medication and baths 
and be in a more normal environment to 
see if we can get them adoptable. Please 
keep Timmy, Perry, Rachel and Suzie in 
your thoughts and watch our Facebook 
page for more updates!
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Before and after. Timmy, above, and Perry, below.



You may need tissues for this one…
for happy tears. We love stories from 
our Seniors-for-Seniors program. Vixie 
was waiting for her chance for more 
than a year! Vixie was surrendered 
over a year ago when her owner’s life 
changes forced her to sadly give her 
up. Being around 10 yrs old at the time 
and moved from the only family she 
knew. Vixie was placed in a new fos-
ter home and she was frightened and 
hid for quite some time. However, this 
loving foster family was relentless and 
very cat savvy – they wouldn’t give up 
on her. Gradually, Vixie began to trust 
them and gave back all the love and 
attention she was receiving. After sev-
eral months, when we first attempted 
to bring her to a new ‘forever’ family, 
Vixie was so frightened, she hid for 
weeks and wouldn't eat. Knowing it 
would be in her best interest, Vixie’s 
foster family took her back and she 
instantly went back to the loving and 
playful girl she’d become. Several more 
months went by and they continued 
to work with her, building her confi-
dence and trust even more. After all, 
she deserved her own family! Well, we 
recently received an email from a kind 
gentleman, Dick, explaining that he and 
his wife, Marianne, had three cats, the 
last one died suddenly at age 11 the 
previous week. His wife was mourning 
and he so desperately wanted to try to 
ease her pain. Being in their 80's, he 
said they’d want to give an older cat a 
home and when he saw Vixie on our 
site, he thought maybe they would be 
a good fit. When the timing was right, 
Vixie was brought to her new home. 
True to her past, she hid behind the 
couch for the first week, but seemed 
to enjoy being spoken to and occa-

sionally petted. Her new ‘dad’ took on 
the lead role to get her comfortable. 
One trick was playing a game where 
he'd put down a piece of kibble and 
she would go after it. She did swipe 
and get him a couple of times, but her 
dad was unfazed, attributed it to her 
not knowing how to retract her claws 
in play rather than aggression. So, he 
just donned some leather gloves and 
kept trying! Soon enough, she started 
coming out and up on the couch with 
him, allowing more extensive petting. 
His wife has embraced the challenge 

too! Vixie wasn’t eating much at first 
but that’s changed too. We couldn’t 
ask for a better home for Vixie – they 
love her despite the obstacles! And, 
we love this couple for wanting to give 
Vixie the chance she needed to have 
her very own, special forever family! 
Here’s a picture of Vixie after ten days 
in her new family.  Are you thinking 
what we are… she looks pretty darn 
comfortable!! Thank you to Vixie’s new 
mom and dad for showing us all that 
patience, love and understanding pays 
off for everyone!

What a little bit of love can do

Stories from our Seniors-for-Seniors Program

Senior Spotlight
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Dick and Marianne with Vixie.

A special holiday Thank You to all our supporters, 
foster families, feral feeders, and veterinarians.  
You are greatly appreciated for all you do!



A home for the holidays?
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Our wish for these beautiful animals!
We have some very special cats at nVHS, and we’d love to see them find their forever homes. Some 
have been available for adoption for some time due to specific needs or personalities.

Some are older, and through no fault of their own, have been displaced and are lost without the 
love they once knew. Cats who will sit on your lap, follow you around and sleep on your bed are 
very special. But, as you know, not all cats are like that all the time and most march to the beat of 
their own drum!

These special cats are looking for a person or family who can appreciate them for who they are – 
and give them a wonderful, loving and safe environment. 

Meet Moxie  Moxie was rescued from a 
very bad situation where we believe she was 
mistreated. She’d been adopted by a wonderful 
senior who sadly had to give her up. She would 
do extremely well in a home with no other 
pets and a cat savvy person who’s aware of cat 
‘language’ when they’ve had enough petting 
or stimulation. We think Moxie is about 8 years 
old. She wants attention and love, but only 
when no other cats are around and mostly on 
her terms! Moxie wouldn’t be good around 
small children but we think she would shine 
as someone’s one and only. She deserves a 
home where she can learn to trust and really 
embrace having a loving pet parent or two.

Meet Patrick  He’s 11 and was rescued 
because of his previous owner’s neglect. He 
needed 2/3’s of his tail surgically removed. We 
rarely have a cat that is an indoor/outdoor, 
however, despite best efforts, Patrick does need 
to be out for a couple of hours each day. He’s a 
homebody though and doesn’t venture far from 
his yard. He loves to follow his fosters around 
by “helping” with gardening, yard work or any 
other activity where he can ‘lend a hand’. He’s 
loves being with people. Patrick is friendly and 
does like to be petted but he’d prefer to be an 
only cat. We think as an only pet, he may be 
perfectly happy staying inside.

Meet Cole  Cole is about 8 years old and 
was rescued after showing up at a home where 
he was looking for food. He’s friendly and does 
like attention; however, he also likes his space. 
He can become over-stimulated and he needs 
someone who will give him the attention he 
wants and know when he’s had enough. He 
loves to just chill, watching the birds and tak-
ing cat naps. Cole isn’t a high maintenance cat, 
so someone looking for a nice companion may 
find Cole his/her perfect roommate.

Meet Misty  Beautiful Misty's owners 
had no choice but to sadly surrender her. She's 
been with them since she was a kitten 12 
years ago. She's in very good health, is friend-
ly, but understandably, she's a bit nervous. 
Misty's foster mom tells us she's getting more 
comfortable and doing well. She has never 
been exposed to other cats or dogs and would 
probably not be a good fit with small children. 
We think anyone lucky enough to have Misty 
in his/her family will find she has a lot of love 
to give once she is settled in.  

Meet Belle 
Belle is a gor-
geous Siamese 
mix. When she 
got to her foster 
home almost a 
year ago, she was 
so frightened she 
hid under the 
bed or couch for 
several months. 
Her foster mom 
did all the right 
things to get her comfortable. With patience 
and love, Belle gradually started to come out.  
Several months ago, her wonderful foster 
agreed to help nVHS foster two kittens. Soon 
enough Belle was seeing what it’s like to get 
affection and love and was looking for her 
own! Her foster family watched in awe! There 
was Belle, playing and interacting with little of 
her previous nervousness! next, the defining 
moment… her foster mom was able to pick 
her up and walk around with her in her arms. 
The kittens were adopted and Belle seemed to 
miss them, but she was still giving and getting 
the love she never knew she could! So the 
foster mom decided to try again, this time she 
helped a rescued 5 year old, sweet male cat. 
At first, we weren’t sure it would work out, but 
after about a week, there’s Belle and Jasper… 
playing up a storm! We can never thank our 
foster families enough for this type of com-
mitment. Belle is a more confident, loving and 
playful girl. This will help her adjust to her 
forever home. She’s only about 3, so we know 
she’s in for many years of getting and giving 
affection and wonderful companionship for 
some lucky person or family. 

Meet Zara This gorgeous Bengal-Siamese 
mix is about 14 years old! Unfortunately, she 
was surrendered with her ‘sister’ Gracie as 
her former owner no longer wanted them. Her 
foster mom tells us she's friendly and sweet. 
Zara is ok around other cats and even dogs! 
But she does well on her own too. Zara will no 
doubt be a good companion for someone who 
can appreciate her beauty and her wonderful 
personality!



Six kittens were rescued about 7 months ago from a 
basement. They were all female and all looked alike! 
Two were adopted and now these four are looking 
for their own forever home. They were very fright-
ened but are loving and so very sweet once they are 
comfortable with you. Gracie and Maggie are bond-
ed as are ruby and Callie. They are all playful and 
energetic and they curl up on their foster mom’s bed.

Meet Basil and Olive – two older kittens, were rescued from the same basement as the six men-
tioned earlier. They were very frightened also and needed some tender loving care. One of our terrific foster 
families has been working with them. They are both playful and very sweet, but nervous around strangers. 

each pair of kittens needs to be adopted together as they have been through so much. Patience and love 
will help these cats trust and become confident in their new home. You’ll be rewarded with two wonderful 
companions!

4  |  WinTer 2017

Kittens need homes, too!

Basil Olive

Fun at the NVHS PaintNite

nVHS had our first, and definitely not last, Paintnite 
fundraiser on October 18. We had a great turnout 
and so much fun!! everyone was in a party mood 
and helped make this event a complete success. A 
very special thank you to Liz Pearson who coordi-
nated the entire event and brought in over a dozen 
raffle items. We had so many great raffle items – a 
wonderful supporter donated two gorgeous cat 

pendants she hand crafted using sterling, pewter 
and glass. Contact her at Simply Aurora, rorodale@
hotmail.com for more information on her beautiful 
designs. Another volunteer donated a beautiful wine 
basket with several types of wine and goodies, there 
were lottery tickets, and many gift cards for local 
norwood restaurants and businesses.  Another thank 
you to Hat-Tricks for donating a beautiful Halloween 
wreath. Visit www.hat-tricks.net to see their creative 
and fun designs and items.

Thank you to Jake & Joe’s who hosted our event, the 
norwood Theatre, norwood True Value, Charles river 
running, Lewis' Bar & Grille, Conrad's, Olivadi's, Olde 
Colony Cafe, Victoria's Cafe, Lunch Box Deli, not Your 
Average Joe's and The Feisty Greek.

We thank everyone for your support. Stay tuned for 
details for other nVHS fundraisers planned for 2018 
– Pizza Palooza, Cupcake Charlies, another Paintnite 
and Savers event!



Happy Tails! Lucky felines who found their forever homes

Thank you to all 
the adopters who 
opened their 
homes and lives 
to these beautiful 
cats and kittens.
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A Note of Thanks

Support NVHS

Please send your tax-deductible donation to:

Neponset Valley Humane Society

PO Box 544, Norwood, MA 02062

Lulu discovered this terrific and easy gift for 
your furry friends.

Watch how this cat dad made a wonderful 
gift to entertain his roommates – Cole and 

Marmalade.

it's pretty a-mazing!

http://www.pawculture.com/

nAMe

ADDreSS

Visit our website for an electronic version of our newsletter.

THANKS FOR 
HELPING US 
HELP ANIMALS

Neponset Valley Humane Society
PO Box 544, Norwood, MA 02062
Telephone: 781-769-1990
email: nvhumanesociety@gmail.com

www.neponsethumane.org

The neponset Valley Humane Society is an all-volunteer, all-foster care charitable 
501(c)(3) organization dedicated to helping companion animals and feral cats. We have 
a no-kill approach and advocate spay/neuter as the only humane method of stopping 
pet overpopulation.

Follow us on Facebook for NVHS happenings.

Does your company match donations?

Please check with your company’s Human resources Department and maximize the value 
of your donations.

Get your spay/neuter license plate at petplate.org

Money from spay/neuter plates helps fund statewide spay/neuter programs.

Donate to NVHS when you shop on Amazon

Amazon donates to neponset Valley Humane Society when you shop @AmazonSmile. 
Bookmark this link: http://smile.amazon.com/ch/04-3182956

Use PayPal to make your donations quick and easy

You can donate to neponset Valley Humane Society using PayPal. Simply click the 
“Donate” button on our website.

eMAiL ADDreSS

Cat 
Culture
Corner

One of our foster family "cat whisperers" is 9- 
year-old Shane. His family has fostered many cats 
and kittens for nVHS including scared kittens who 
needed to be socialized. When we walked into their 
home with our first cat for them to foster, Shane 
was so excited that he began videotaping the whole 
scene! right before Thanksgiving, he came home 
from school with this wonderful note, and we just 
had to share it with you! Heartwarming, touching, 
and very special.
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