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Top: Gizmo, when he came to NVHS, 
full of mats and sores.

Middle: Gizmo's new hair cut – on 
his way to recovery.

Bottom: Gizmo enjoying a lazy after-
noon in a warm, snuggly blanket.
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Little Gizmo, an adorable purebred 
Lhasa Apso, desperately needed help. 
A few days after he celebrated his 1st 
birthday on March 11, NVHS received 
a call asking if we could help. 
Unfortunately, his previous owner 
could not care for him, and Gizmo 
needed medical attention quickly. 
Thanks to supporters like you, we 
were able to provide him with every-
thing he needed.

Gizmo was so badly matted that 
his skin was infected with painful 
sores and his ears and eyes were also 
infected.  The Vet had to complete-
ly shave him and prescribed several 
medications, which his devoted foster 
mom (who shares his birthday!) gave 
him over several weeks.  Despite all 
he's been through, Gizmo is a friend-
ly, loving, sweet little boy who just 
wanted a forever home where he 
could be loved and give love back. 
It didn't take long to find Gizmo 
a wonderful family where he is 
thriving.

Please consider donating to NVHS to 
help others like Gizmo. One hundred 
percent of all donations go directly 
to medical, food, and other care that 
these animals so badly need.

In July 2016, Massachusetts made significant 
changes to laws regarding rabies vaccina-
tions. Under the new law, any dog, cat or 
ferret with a documented history of at least 
one rabies vaccination can be given a 3-year 
booster regardless of when the booster is 
administered. Pet owners are still encouraged 
to vaccinate their pets regularly, observing the 
time guidelines specified by the vaccine and 
their veterinarians. The full text of the laws 
can be found in the Code of Massachusetts 
Regulations (CMR), 330CMR 10.00: Prevention 
of the Spread of Rabies. (http://www.mass.
gov/eea/docs/agr/legal/regs/330-cmr- 10-00.
pdf).

NVHS has received questions from adopters 
about the difference between 1-year and 
3-year rabies vaccines. Rabies vaccinations are 
mandatory in every state. There is little to no 
difference in the formulas and protection pro-
vided between the 1-year and 3-year rabies 
vaccines of some manufacturers aside from 
how they are labeled and tested to comply 
with state laws. Safety concerns largely relate 
to vaccines that contain “adjuvants,” additives 
that boost the vaccines’ immediate effec-
tiveness as well as the duration of immunity. 
Some adjuvants have been found to cause 
adverse reactions in a small percentage of 
pets with the incidence of certain side effects 
higher in cats than dogs. There are 1-year and 
3-year non-adjuvanted rabies vaccines avail-
able for cats. All vaccinations bear some risk, 
whether from the injection or the vaccine, but 
in most cases their necessity outweighs the 
risk.

What the appropriate vaccine is for any pet 
remains a decision that should be made 
between the pet owner and their veterinarian.  
Regardless of which vaccine is chosen, pet 
owners should continue to provide their pets 
regular veterinary wellness checks.

Regulation Changes for 
Rabies Vaccination



Monty was a senior cat, 10 years old, 
adopted through NVHS from anoth-
er shelter on October 28, 2015. He 
arrived neutered and declawed (so 
awful). Little was known of his histo-
ry. He was quite the combination – a 
Maine Coon head and a Persian body. 
I wondered what his mom and dad 
looked like! He had very long, silky 
gray fur. And those blue eyes! They 
just knocked you for a loop. His tail 
was so thick and long that he swag-
gered when he walked as if to say 
“am I a handsome dude or what?”

He and I survived a move to a new 
home in April 2016. He adapted 
easily and all was well until August. 
Suddenly, he stopped using the litter 
box, which was disastrous living in 
an apartment. He was initially treat-
ed for a urinary tract infection, and 
showed improvement, but it didn’t 
last. Further testing pointed to diabe-
tes and possibly even cancer, but his 
unruly behavior at vet visits made a 
diagnosis difficult.

He was having “accidents” every-
where. His once beautiful fur became 
matted and soiled. For his comfort, 
poor Monty was shaved (and it never 
grew back).

One early weekend morning, hys-
terical and in tears, I called the 
NVHS Senior program volunteer 
and discussed putting him to sleep. 
Reluctant to give up on Monty 
without knowing exactly what was 
wrong, NVHS ordered an ultrasound 
and other tests that were performed 
under sedation. The good news – no 
cancer or other organ problems. The 
bad news – it was definitely diabetes. 
I quickly learned to give him twice 
daily insulin injections. His diet was 
changed and extra litter boxes were 
set up. But he was home and shortly 
began doing better.

Monty was indeed “the full monty” – 
full of love, mischief and grace. Over 
the coming months, he tolerated the 
bland diet, the injections, and being 
pricked in the ears to test his blood 
glucose levels. My trooper! I loved it 
when I came home and he danced 
around as if to say “so happy you are 
home!” He loved going out on the 
screened porch to watch the birds, his 
rear end in motion ready to pounce. 
At night he was on my pillow; his 
loud purring would soon change to 
snoring. Who needs a husband!

Quite suddenly in December, he had 
trouble walking and his breathing 
was labored. I gave him his food and 
water in his favorite chair, and moved 
the litter box nearby to help him in 
and out. When I was home I had him 
in my lap, and if I got up he strug-
gled to get to me, purring all the 
while. I was heartbroken.

NVHS summoned the house call vet 
to check him, and possibly euthanize 
him.

Irene and Monty
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Irene and Miss Kitty

Stories from our Seniors for Seniors Program

Senior 
Spotlight

The Full Monty
By Irene Langone, Seniors for Seniors Adopter

This time there was no reprieve. He 
was filled with fluid, probably con-
gestive heart failure related to the 
diabetes, from which he was unlike-
ly to rebound. I held him, talked to 
him and looked into those blue eyes 
staring at me while they injected the 
drugs. I cried uncontrollably through 
the whole procedure, but it was 
peaceful and performed with kind-
ness and empathy. He was cremated 
and his remains sit on my shelf in a 
cedar box.

I cried for days – no one to talk to, no 
one to care for, so miserable. Happily, 
about a week later, NVHS again came 
to my emotional rescue. Miss Kitty 
arrived; another senior cat with a 
painful past who had lingered too 
long in foster care.

She is not Monty, but she is definitely 
my new love bug!

Adopting a senior cat can be hard; 
you never know how long you will 
have them.

But it is easy to give them love for the 
rest of their lives. Many have gone 
through such tough times. It’s hard to 
say goodbye, but you are fortunate 
to have had them in your life at all. 
Sometimes our lives are touched by a 
gentle pet that stays only for a while, 
but remains forever in your heart.

Thanks to Holmes Family Vet, Tufts 
VETS and Heather Cochran, DVM for 
the compassionate care they provid-
ed to Monty, and to NVHS for their 
unwavering support.



Safe and Sound: 
Speedo and Charlotte were 
lucky kittens
These two beautiful cats were left 
abandoned when their mother was 
killed by a car on a busy street in a 
Boston neighborhood. Fortunately 
our trappers knew that the mother 
was nursing and realized there had 
to be babies somewhere nearby. 
We have the most dedicated unpaid 
team of people who work tirelessly 
for these animals and after a few 
days, our trappers located the babies 
in the basement of an abandoned 
house. They were just weeks old, 
starving and so very scared. NVHS 
took the babies into foster care 
and realized quickly that one, the 
black cat formerly named Sweetie 
(renamed Speedo) was as friend-
ly as can be. His sister, formerly 
named Tigger (now Charlotte) was 
as scared as Sweetie was sweet.  
Since Tigger/Charlotte was not an 
overly friendly kitten and was leery 
of human contact, these cats spent 
months in a foster home waiting for 
someone with patience and love to 
adopt them. We needed to adopt 
them together because they were 
extremely bonded and without her 
brother, it’s likely Tigger/Charlotte 
would never find a chance to come 
out of her shell.

Over time, living in a foster home 
with 8 other cats, 3 dogs and many 
humans, these cats learned to trust 
and became an active part of the 
family. They still waited patiently for 
their forever humans to come along. 
Fortunately a wonderful couple, 
one of whom is retired, came and 
met this duo. They wanted to share 
their home and their love and were 
willing to wait for Charlotte to come 
around. They have sent us pictures of 
these two – now officially Charlotte 
and Speedo – enjoying the windows 
and loving life where they are. Their 
adoptive mom says she still can’t 
pick up Charlotte but she feels like 
they are gaining her trust every day. 
Speedo still runs around like crazy 
and wants all of the attention he 
can get! 

Their story is not unique and it’s 
a testament to the dedication of 
our volunteers and adopters. We’re 
thankful to everyone in the chain 
who cared for these cats and to their 
forever family for bringing them into 
their home and showing them so 
much love.

NVHS
Mission

• To provide care and shelter for 
homeless, abandoned or unwanted 
pets and work to find them loving 
forever families

• To create awareness and support 
within the community for the 
humane treatment of companion 
animals and feral cats

• To end the problem of pet 
overpopulation within the 
community by promoting spaying 
and neutering and providing access 
to affordable spay/neuter for cats
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Sadly, NVHS said goodbye to a long-time 
supporter, Richard (Dick) M. Hirsh, from 
Stoughton, who passed away at age 85 on 
January 11th. Dick had a boundless love 
of animals and devoted much of his time 
feeding feral cat colonies in Canton and 
Stoughton. In his memory, his loving family 
will continue that ministry. Dick touched 
so many lives, he will be missed by all 
who had the privilege of knowing him. 
We are honored that he chose to partner 
with NVHS to help our feline companions 
and community cats. No doubt, he is once 
again surrounded by and enjoying the 
company of his four-legged friends.

Remembering 
Dick Hirsh



Support NVHS

Happy 
Spring!

Please send your tax-deductible donation to:

Neponset Valley Humane Society

PO Box 544, Norwood, MA 02062

Calling All Fosters

NAME

ADDRESS

Visit our website for an electronic version of our newsletter.

THANKS FOR 
HELPING US 
HELP ANIMALS

Neponset Valley Humane Society
PO Box 544, Norwood, MA 02062
Telephone: 781-769-1990
email: nvhumanesociety@gmail.com

www.neponsethumane.org

The Neponset Valley Humane Society is an all-volunteer, all-foster care charitable  
501(c)(3) organization dedicated to helping companion animals and feral cats. We have  
a no-kill approach and advocate spay/neuter as the only humane method of stopping  
pet overpopulation.

Follow us on Facebook for NVHS happenings.

Does your company match donations?

Please check with your company’s Human Resources Department and maximize the 
value of your donations.

Get your spay/neuter license plate at petplate.org

Money from spay/neuter plates helps fund statewide spay/neuter programs.

Donate to NVHS when you shop on Amazon

Amazon donates to Neponset Valley Humane Society when you shop @AmazonSmile. 
Bookmark this link: http://smile.amazon.com/ch/04-3182956

Use PayPal to make your donations quick and easy

You can donate to Neponset Valley Humane Society using PayPal. Simply click the 
“Donate” button on our website.

EMAIL ADDRESS

Those of us who live in the Northeast are 
finally expecting spring. Spring means 
kitten season and for the last 23 years, it’s 
also meant our annual Walk for Animals. 
Over the years we have been doing the 
Walk, we’ve seen a steady decline in the 
number of participants and donations. 
While we are sad to say good-bye to a 
longtime annual event, the low turn-
out coupled with the significant effort 
involved has forced us to turn our unpaid, 
all-volunteer team’s attention away from 
this annual event to focusing all our ener-
gy directly on the animals we serve.

Our work continues – and we are stronger 
than ever! We have taken in more surren-
ders, and responded to more abandoned 
cats than is normal for this point in the 
year. We’ve had a number of extraordinary 
medical bills, including for many of the 
abandoned kittens we are called to res-
cue. We also continue to feed ferals and 
to help our Seniors in need. This means 
we need your donations more than ever! 
If you have previously walked with us, or 
donated, or volunteered please consider 
making a springtime donation of any size 
to help us continue our great work. 

As we grow and thrive, we need support 
of all kinds – donations, volunteers and 
we need your ideas on new fundraising 
activities to replace the Walk. If you can 
offer to spearhead a low-cost fundraising 
effort for us, we’d love to hear from you!! 
We will miss seeing many of the familiar 
faces who turned out for our Walks in pre-
vious years and we can never say enough 
how much we appreciate everyone who 
supports our work. Thank you and contact 
us anytime at nvhumanesociety@gmail.
com or 781-769-1990.

Kitten season is upon us. This is always a difficult time 
of the year while we work to get abandoned cats off the 
streets for spay, neuter and re-homing. Our foster homes 
fill up quickly because often a cat comes along with 1, 2 
or even 5 kittens! If you have a spare room in your home 
and could help us by fostering, please let us know. We ask 
our fosters to supply litter and food but NVHS will take 
care of any medical expenses if necessary. Please email or 
call us if you have room to spare!
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